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Blame It on the Brain 

Kelly Fan 

National Yangmei Senior High School 

 

Introduction 

Objectives 

After the lesson, students will  

1. Be able to observe and describe a phenomenon--gender differences. 

2. Be able to differentiate gender differences from gender stereotypes. 

3. Be able to use two sentence patterns- “It + be + (not) + adj. (+ for sb) + to 

V…”and “with + O + OC (V-ing/V-en)” correctly. 

4. Be able to classify and organize the information of the reading systematically and 

develop student’s reciprocal thinking.  

5. Be able to work with classmates to write a Reader Theater script and perform it. 

  

Grade level and description of students 

First graders in senior high whose PR value is around 62-65 

 

Time required 

The lesson requires 6 periods, 50 minutes for each, to complete. 

 

Preparation 

The materials include an article—Blame It on The Brain (Sanmin, B2 L5), computer, 

film clips, worksheets, and rubrics. 

The difficulty level of the text — intermediate 

Reading: 

Jim and I got into another fight  over the socks and shirts everywhere in the 

living room again! I was really mad, and it was impossible for me to communicate 

with him after he asked me to ñstop nagging.ò With his eyes closed, he said that he 

had been ñstressed out recently and needed silence.ò I waited for an apology from 

him, and I almost exploded because all he did was keep changing channels! 

I complained to my best friend, but she only laughed and said, “Oh sweetie, 

give him a break. Men and women are born different. It’s almost like they’re from 

different planets. Have you heard of Mark Gungor and Dr. Amen? I’ve learned more 

about men from these two experts.” 

ñNo, but I couldnôt care less! Relationship experts only choose facts that match 
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their theories.ò I replied. 

But there I was looking for the expertsô clips on the Internet. They talked 

humorously about gender differences, and there was one messageðmenôs and 

womenôs brains simply work differently. Gungor said that there are many small 

ñboxesò in menôs brains, and one of them is named the ñNothing Box.ò When men are 

under stress, they will go to the ñNothing Boxò to relax. As a result, it is not necessary 

for most men to talk about their problems with friends. What he had said amazed me 

because sharing feelings is so important for women, especially when weôre in a bad 

mood. I couldnôt wait to learn more! 

After watching some more clips, I found out more about Dr. Amenôs ñbrain 

scansò of both sexes. On the whole, the emotional centers in womenôs brains are 

larger and more active than those in menôs. In other words, women are more likely to 

be affected by emotions. I laughed. No wonder when Jim and I have a fight, I am 

always the first to cry. Amen also added that since menôs brains are less active, men 

need more excitement and stimulation. So, they may keep changing channels for 

something new and different. Well, I guessed I had to forgive Jim about that. 

I turned off the computer and stepped out of my room. To my surprise, the socks 

and shirts in the living room were gone! A thought struck meðmaybe men and 

women really come from different planets, but fortunately, Jim tried to bridge the gap. 

Though Jim never said he was sorry, he apologized in his own way. That night, Jim 

watched TV with his hand holding mine until we went to bed. 

 

 

I.  Create Background 

Directions: 

1.1 Ask students to classify the adjectives into three categories—male, female, 

and both male & female on worksheet 1.  

 

Worksheet 1 

Read the following adjectives. If you find the adjective is associated with male, put a 

M; female, put a F; both male & female, put a B in the box 

Adjective M/F/B Adjective M/F/B 

Disgusting  Gentle  

Courageous  Sporty  

Outgoing  Confident  

Independent  Stressed  

Talkative  Kind-hearted  

Never-crying  Handsome  
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Always-crying  Active  

Lazy  Sunny  

Sexy  Attractive  

Emotional  Dirty  

Angry  Depressed  

Elegant  Foxy  

Strong  Graceful  

Cool  Sweet  

Shy  Pretty  

Smart   Honest  

Friendly  Tough  

Patient  Careful  

Pick up 3 characteristics that you want to be. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Pick up 3 characteristics that you want your ideal boyfriend/girlfriend be.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1.2 Ask students to write down both advantages disadvantages of being a 

woman and being a men (at least 3) respectively, and think about what 

gender they want to be if they could choose. (worksheet2) 

 

Worksheet2 

Being a man Being a woman 

Advantages Disadvantages Advantages Disadvantages 

1 1 1 1 

2 2 2 2 

3 3 3 3 

I am a boy / girl; I want to be male / female if I could choose because_______________________________________ . 

 

1.3 Clip watching and question answering  

Directions: Before playing the film clip, ask students the following questions, and 

ask them to find out the answers in the clip. 

Q1: What’s the function of MENSLATOR? 

Q2: When a woman said: “Do you want some coffee?” to a man, what 

does she imply? 

Q3: Do you have similar experience like this clip? 

Then, first play the clip MENSLATOR without subtitles to see if the students 

understand the clip. And play the film clip twice and explain to them. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ezVib_giTFo
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II.  Establish New Information 

 

2.1 Pre-reading 

Directions: 

Ask students to make a prediction on the title “Blame It on the Brain”, and guess 

what the article may talk about. 

 

2.2 While-reading 

Directions: 

2.2.1 Play the CD of the reading and ask students to do silent reading with the 

CD. Ask students to find answers to the following 2 questions in the text 

when they are doing the silent reading. 

Q1: Why was Jim’s wife angry with Jim? 

Q2: According to the experts, what causes the gender differences? 

 

2.2.2 After students get a sense of the overall meaning, ask them to see if the 

prediction corresponds to the reading. 

 

2.2.3 Vocabulary teaching (Hearty Match) 

Ask students to do the hearty match activity. Each student is given a 

card. Some have the target vocabulary and an example sentence, and 

the others have the definitions of the target vocabulary. Students are 

asked to go around the classroom and ask questions in English to find 

their pairs.  (Hearty Match worksheet) 

 

A brief example of hearty match worksheet 

Blame 

The parents blamed the driver for 

their sonôs death. They thought it was 

his fault ( ). 

to state or believe that someone or  

something is responsible for something  

bad  

 ἡ Ȳ  

Fight 

There was a street fight last night. 

Two men were seriously hurt and 

sent to the hospital. 

an argument; a situation in which 

people hit each other 

Ӊ  

 

2.2.4  Ask students to complete the worksheet 3 (graphic organizer) 

individually.  
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Worksheet 3 (Graphic organizer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I found that… 

 

 

I realized that Men’s and women’s brains are simply ____________. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mark Gungor Dr. Amen 

theory When men are under stress, they 

usually go to the “____________” to 

relax. 

Woman’s brains are more 

_________ than men’s, 

especially in the 

________________center.  

Men’s brains are less __________ than 

women’s, so men need more 

_________________ and 

__________________. 

fact Most men ( like / don’ t like) to talk 

about their problems with friends. 

Unlike men, women are often 

the first ones to 

______________ in fights. 

Men often keep ______________ to find 

something new and different when they 

watch TV. 

___________ and _________ were 

everywhere in the living room. Jim and I had a_______ again. 

All Jim did was___________________. 

He asked me to _________________ 

My friend mentioned about two 

relationship experts-- 

______________and _____________. 

I ______________ to my best friend, 

and she wanted me to give Jim a 

____________. 

Men and women are born ___________, 

and it is like they are from 

______________________ . 

At first I thought experts only choose 

___________ that match their _________ . 

But I still looked for ___________on the 

internet.  

I waited for Jim’s____________, but 

he didn’t. And I 

almost_____________. 

I was really mad and found it difficult 

to _____________with Jim. 

Fortunately, Jim tried to 

____________________. 

watching TV with his hand 

______________________until we went to bed. 

by 

because 

because 

because 

because 

detail 
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2.3  After reading   

Directions: Ask students to read the text again and do the QAR activity. Students are 

asked to find out 4 questions based on the reading. Then exchange the worksheets 

with partners, and answer his/her questions. (worksheet4) 

Worksheet4 

In the book QARs                 In my head QARs 

RIGHT THERE 

Answer in the text 

 

 

 

AUTHOR AND YOU 

Answer not in the story 

THINK AND SEARCH 

Put it together 

ON MY OWN 

Don’t even have to have read the story 

 

 

 

 

 

III   Practice and Personalization 

 

3.1 From theories to practices 

Directions: Ask students to review the reading by filling the forms and give their own 

examples. (Worksheet 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mark Gungor Dr. Amen 

Theories When men are 

under stress, 

theyé 

Womanôs brains are 

more active than 

menôs, especiallyé  

Menôs brains are less 

active than womenôs, 

soé 

 

Examples in 

the reading 

 Women are often the 

first ones to é 

When men are 

watching TV,é 

 

Conclusion  

Examples  

in my life 
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3.2 Sentence Patterns 

Directions: 

1. Ask students what they see in the picture. Pick up male and female students to 

answer the questions to see if they saw the same thing. 

 
1.  Conclude students’ answers by using the sentence pattern--                   

It + be + (not) + adj. (+ for sb) + to V . . . 

It is easy for males to think there is a duck in the picture. 

It is common for females to see a rabbit in the picture. 

 

3. Ask students to do more practices with this sentence pattern. 

 To build a museum within six months is impossible for these workers. 

→    

To take a hot bath in winter is comfortable for most people. 

→    

Make a sentence on your own now: 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

3 Introduce the sentence pattern—  with + O + OC (V-ing/V-en) 

 

1.  The little girl is looking at the hamburger. 

Her mouth is watering. 

→ The little girl is looking at the hamburger with her mouth watering. 

 

Ask students to do more practices with this sentence pattern. 

 

2.  The basketball team was practicing. 

Their coach was watching on the side of the court ( ). 

→   

3.  Jennifer got a card from her boyfriend. 

Some touching words were written on it. 

→   
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3.3  Compare and contrast  

Directions: Play the film clip of men vs. women. Ask students to complete the 

compare and contrast worksheet by having an interview with the opposite sex. Think 

of what they saw in the clip or they can relate to their daily observation or personal 

experience. (Worksheet 6) 

worksheet6 

 

 

 

 

                        How alike 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

How different 

 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

Already-made questions for youé 

When boys/girls are under stressé 

What do you usually do when you are stressed out? 

When boys/girls have a fight with his/her loveré 

What do you do/feel when you have a fight with your lover? 

How do you bridge the gap when you have a fight with your lover? 

When boys/girls have money to buy what they wanté 

What is the first thing you want to buy if you have the budget? 

When boys/girls get togetheré 

What do you boys/girls usually talk about/do when you get together? 

Others 

What are the things you hate that the opposite would usually do? 

What are the things you envy the opposite the opposite sex usually do? 

Female 

 

Male 

 

You should list at 

least 2 similarities 

here. 

You should list at least 

2 differences here. 

With 

regard 

  to 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCz08Bw9wEQ
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IV  Application 

Directions: 

4.1  Ask student to collect all the worksheets, from worksheet 1 to worksheet 6, and 

take a good advantage of the worksheets to improvise a script whose theme is about 

gender difference. 

The teacher demonstrates how to write a script first, and explains the rubrics of the 

script writing by giving an example. (worksheet 7) 

 

Worksheet7 

Reader Theater  

1. ____  

2. . . . 

3. ! ! ,

. 

4. ?  

4.1  ( , , ) 

4.2  

4.3 ? narrator? ( 4 ) 

4.4 ? :  :  

4.5 ? It is…for …to…  with + O+ OC 

4.6 ? 

4.7 ? 

4.8 ? ( ) 

5. 300  450  

6.  

7.  ( , !) 

8.    

9. ! . : . 

10. YouTube : xx x   

11. , , . ! 

12. , ! 

13. !!!!! ! , ! 

14. :                                       . 

 

                             

Narrator: Jim and her wife got into another fight over the socks and shirts 

everywhere in the living room again! 
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Jim’s wife: Hey, your socks and shirts are everywhere. 

Jim: Oh… 

Jim’s wife: I say, you put your socks and shirts everywhere in the living room again! 

Jim’s wife: Did you hear what I said? 

Narrator: Jim didn’t say anything with his eye closed. Jim’s wife keeps talking to Jim, 

but Jim seemed didn’t hear anything.  

Jim’s wife: We have been married for two years, and you never put your socks and 

shirts in the right place.  

Why did you do this on purpose?  

Narrator: Jim still said nothing. 

Jim’s wife: I know, I have already known that you don’t love me anymore.

 

Jim: Enough! 

Stop nagging! I am just stressed out.  

 Just be quiet, ok? 

Narrator: Jim’s wife was angry and sad. She went to her room. She called her best 

friend Angela. She complained to Angela about what Jim did to her, and how bad, 

how bad Jim was!                   

Angela: Hello? 

Jim’s wife: Hi, Angela, it’s me Cathy. 

 Jim and I had a fight again. 

Angela: Why did you have a fight? 

Jim’s wife: When I was talking to him, he didn’t pay attention to me.  

And what made me angry was that he said stop nagging to me. 

Don’t you think he was so mean to me? 

I think he didn’t love me anymore, and maybe he fell in love with other 

girls.  

Angela: Sweetie, it is not a big deal.  

You are too emotional. 

Men and women are so different. 

       Didn’t you hear of relationship experts, Dr. Gungor’s, or Dr. Amen’s theory?
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Jim’s wife: No, never. 

         What is so special about them? 

Angela: They said that men’s and women’s brains are simply different. 

It is not easy for men to say sorry.        

You can google them on the internet, and you will find it interesting. 

Jim’s wife: OK, I will. 

         Actually I don’t mind picking up the socks and shirts or cleaning up the 

house. 

         I just want Jim to say something nice to me. 

Angela: Sweetie, I don’t think it is your fault or Jim’s fault. 

       And it doesn’t matter who is the first one to say sorry. 

Jim’s wife: Yeah, I guess I can bridge the gap. 

Angela: Good girl, you are smart. 

      There are no winners or losers in a relationship.  

      There are only lovers in a relationship. 

Jim’s wife: You are right. 

         Thanks for sharing. 

         Bye. 

Angela: Good luck, Bye!           

 

 

 

;  
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4.2  The teacher demonstrates how to do a reader theater activity by performing 

herself, and showing students some example clips on the internet.  

 

4.3  Ask students to improvise a story in groups. The teacher monitors and helps 

every group when they are writing their scripts. The teacher reminds students 

what they wrote are what will be shown on the internet, so students have to 

be careful about their wording and performing.  

4.4   Ask students to do self-proofreading in groups first, and then send it to the 

teacher for further proofreading. 

4.5   Ask students to practice performing many times before they shoot it into clips. 

And ask students to upload their Reader Theater clips to YouTube. 

 

V  Analysis of Students’ Works and Suggestions for Future Applications 

 

 

5.1 Quantitative analysis  

 

Figure 1 

42 students participated in the questionnaire survey. The above figure presents 

the result of students’ responses toward all the activities done in this lesson plan. 

This explains the difficulty level they thought about every task or worksheet that 

they have done. 

Worksheet 1 (adjectives classification), film clip watching, Hearty Match, and 

worksheet 3 (graphic organizer) are the tasks or worksheets that more than 60% of 
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the students considered relatively easy. 

Worksheet 4 (QAR) and Reader Theater are regarded as difficult tasks to 

complete by more than half of the students.  

 

 

Figure 2 

Figure 2 shows to what extent the sense of achievement students had after 

doing each worksheet or task. It is discovered that the Reader Theater gave them the 

highest sense of achievement. 

Interesting enough, by comparing the Reader Theater distribution in figure 1 

with that in figure 2, we found that 80% of the students thought Reader Theater is a 

difficult task, but still 76% of the students felt it gave them a high sense of 

achievement. That is, the more difficult the task is, the greater a sense of 

achievement it brings. It seems that the same rule applied to worksheet 4 (QAR). 

57% of the students considered worksheet 4 (QAR) a difficult task, but more than 

half of (59%) the students gained a high sense of achievement because of it. 

However, we cannot infer that the easier the task is, the less a sense of 

achievement it will brings; because this rule cannot explain the distributions of the 

other activities or worksheets. Take worksheet 3 for example, students considered it 

an easy task, but that doesn’t mean the easy task cannot bring them the relatively 

high sense of achievement.   

Why? Sometimes a sense of achievement comes from conquering a difficult 

task, and other times, a sense of achievement is subject to how much people learn 

or gain. As to how much knowledge students have learned or gained, it cannot be 

fully answered by quantitative data alone. Qualitative analysis helps to observe and 

answer this question. 
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5.2 Qualitative analysis of students’ works 

 

5.2.1 Worksheet 1-3 

Some students mentioned in their responses that they had a great sense of 

achievement because they learned something. Take worksheet 3 (Graphic organizer) 

for example, some students said they are glad to learn a new way to tackle readings. 

They thought the graphic organizer provided them a chance to re-organize and 

re-visit the reading text. It also helped them clarify the reading, see clearly the cause 

and effect relation, and thus had a better understand of the reading. 

Besides, it is shown that the vocabulary students used in worksheet 2 are mostly 

the vocabulary presented in worksheet 1. While few students used and applied other 

adjectives to complete worksheet 2, most of the students adopted and used the 

vocabulary shown and reviewed in worksheet 1. This indicated the importance of 

preparing students to be successful learners by reviewing and equipping them with 

the background and prior knowledge they need. 

 

5.2.2 Worksheet 4 

In worksheet 4, the QAR activity, I found that some students wrote 

ungrammatical sentences, such as “*when you stress, you do what?” and “*Man play 

online game while the woman shop on line.” This showed that their concept of 

subject-verb agreement is not clear enough. Second, when students asked questions, 

they didn’t know how to use auxiliary verbs. Besides, some students confessed that 

this QAR worksheet gave them a hard time thinking questions and answering 

questions. They needed to dig deep to find a good question to ask, and think 

thoroughly to answer it well. To improve this, it is suggested to review the 

wh-questions before doing the QAR activity, and remind students of the subject-verb 

agreement in their writings. Though it is an advanced activity to them, I think it is a 

good chance for students to do critical thinking. 

 

5.2.3 Reader Theater 

The final project “Reader Theater” was considered the most difficult and 

challenging task to complete. However, having completed the task gave students the 

greatest achievement. They not only learned how to cooperate with other 
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classmates to complete a task but also the spirit of teamwork. To write the Reader 

Theater scripts, some students said that they had to read the text many times, 

discuss with other classmates to complete worksheets, apply what they have learned 

in the worksheets, and do rehearsals for several times. In this process, they reviewed 

and revisited the reading text without feeling bored, and became familiar with the 

reading, the sentence patterns, the vocabulary, and the theories mentioned in the 

text.  

Students spent a lot of time doing the worksheets, writing scripts, and shooting 

their Reader Theater clip; however, they said that every minute spent is rewarding 

because they finally had a chance to USE English, not STUDY English.    

Some students even said that they never knew they had gender stereotype 

problems until they complete worksheet 2 and worksheet 6. After learning the lesson, 

they had broken the gender stereotype, and have a better understanding of gender 

differences. 

 

5.3 Suggestions for future applications 

However, there is something left to be desired in this lesson plan. I found that 

some students wrote exactly the same on their worksheet. The same sentences, the 

same errors, and spelling mistakes are found on their worksheets. This happened for 

two causes: first, students in the same group learned from each other, including the 

mistakes. Second, some students just copied others’ works. This can be avoided by 

encouraging students to have their own independent thinking, or changing individual 

works to pair works if the task or worksheet is an advanced one. Besides, copying 

answers is not necessary when students are paired or grouped to work on a task, 

because they are forced to contribute their ideas to the group and share the 

workload with others. 

As for the Hearty Match activity, I gave students the definitions of the word in 

both English and Chinese to lessen their anxiety because they are slow learners with 

little motivation toward English learning. However, for advanced learners, it is 

suggested that they can do this with only English definitions.  

Regarding Reader Theater activity, advanced students may find it less challenging 

because they only need to use their voice to present the script.  Advanced learners 

are more capable of memorizing their lines, using facial expression and body 
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language. Therefore, it is suggested to ACT OUT the script by turning the Reader 

Theater activity into a skit. In this way, students are believed to learn more, have 

more fun and more achievement by playing a role in the skit.    

Last but not least, according to the students’ self-evaluation, feedback sheets, 

and the results of interview, it is evident that most of the students showed positive 

attitude toward this lesson plan. They also benefited from this lesson plan in many 

ways, such as vocabulary enriching, critical thinking, and oral training. The most 

important of all, most of the students think that this lesson plan give them more 

confidence and joy in learning English. Some even said that this is the most 

unforgettable lesson they have ever learned. 

 

VI   Teaching Reflection 

 

Teachers have to start somewhere, and students have to start sometime. 

Students in my school are relatively low achievers (PR value is around 62-65) with 

little motivation toward academic pursuits. However, if they are given a stage to 

perform, they don’t hesitate and grab the chance immediately to express 

themselves.  

My students have a hard time memorizing vocabulary. They are even reluctant 

to speak English because they think their English is poor. In this vicious circle, they 

feel depressed and anxious day by day when they are asked to speak out. When I first 

told my students that we were going to write a script and use our voice to present 

the script, they were anxious and worried. However, after I demonstrated what we 

were going to do step by step, they had more confidence in carrying it out. During 

the process, they gradually became active learners. By involving students in group 

activities, they have more opportunities to speak out, share, and cooperate with 

each other. They are no longer passive learners who just sit inside the classroom and 

doze while the teacher is lecturing. 

The lesson I learned in this action lesson plan is that keeping students busy in 

learning is much more important and effective than being busy in teaching. 

Sometimes we think that it is a waste of time to carry out so many activities in the 

classroom, especially when the target students are low achievers with little 
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motivation. However, after having carried out this action lesson plan, I found it is not 

time- consuming, but rewarding.
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Appendix 

Worksheet 1 

Read the following adjectives. If you find the adjective is associated with male, put a 

M; female, put a F; both male and female, put a B in the box 

Adjective M/F/B Adjective M/F/B 

Disgusting  Gentle  

Courageous  Sporty  

Outgoing  Confident  

Fashionable  Adventurous  

Independent  Stressed  

Talkative  Kind-hearted  

Never-crying  Handsome  

Always-crying  Active  

Lazy  Sunny  

Sexy  Attractive  

Emotional  Dirty  

Angry  Depressed  

Elegant  Foxy  

Strong  Graceful  

Cool  Sweet  

Shy  Pretty  

Smart   Honest  

friendly  Tough  

Patient  Careful  

 

Pick up 3 characteristics that you want to be. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Pick up 3 characteristics that you want your ideal boyfriend/girlfriend be.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 



 
 

19 
 

Worksheet 2  

Write down both advantages disadvantages of being a woman and being a man (at least 3), and think about what gender 

you want to be if you could choose. 

Being a man Being a woman 

Advantages Disadvantages Advantages Disadvantages 

1 

 

1 1 1 

2 

 

2 2 2 

3 

 

3 3 3 

I am a boy / girl; I want to be male / female if I could choose because_______________________________________ .  
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Worksheet 3 

Graphic organizer 

 

 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I found that… 

 

 

I realized that Men’s and women’s brains are simply ____________. 

 

 

 Mark Gungor Dr. Amen 

theory When men are under stress, they 

usually go to the “____________” to 

relax. 

Woman’s brains are more 

_________ than men’s, 

especially in the 

________________center.  

Men’s brains are less __________ than 

women’s, so men need more 

_________________ and 

__________________. 

fact Most men ( like / don’ t like) to talk 

about their problems with friends. 

Unlike men, women are often 

the first ones to 

______________ in fights. 

Men often keep ______________ to find 

something new and different when they 

watch TV. 

Jim and I had a_______ again. 

___________ and _________ were 

everywhere in the living room. 

I was really mad and found it difficult 

to _____________with Jim. 

All Jim did was___________________. I waited for Jim’s____________, but 

he didn’t. And I 

almost_____________. 

He asked me to _________________ 

At first I thought experts only choose 

___________ that match their _________ . 

But I still looked for ___________on the 

internet.  

My friend mentioned about two 

relationship experts-- 

______________and _____________. 

Men and women are born ___________, 

and it is like they are from 

______________________ . I ______________ to my best friend, 

and she wanted me to give Jim a 

____________. 

Fortunately, Jim tried to 

____________________. 

watching TV with his hand 

______________________until we went to bed. 

because 

because 

because 

because 

detail 

by 
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Worksheet4 

In the book QARs                    In my head QARs 

RIGHT THERE 

Answer in the text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTHOR AND YOU 

Answer not in the story 

THINK AND SEARCH 

Put it together 

ON MY OWN 

Don’t even have to have read the story 
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Worksheet 5 

 

 
 Mark Gungor Dr. Amen 

Theories When men are under stress, they 

usually go to the 

“_________________” to relax. 

Woman’s brains are more 

_________ than men’s, 

especially in the 

________________center.  

Men’s brains are less 

__________ than women’s, 

so men need more 

_________________ and 

__________________. 

Facts Most men ( like / don’ t like) to talk 

about their problems with friends. 

Unlike men, women are 

often the first ones to 

______________ in fights. 

Men often keep 

______________ to find 

something new and 

different when they watch 

TV. 

Conclusion Men’s and women’s brains simply work ( similarly / differently) 

Examples I 

observe in my 

daily life 
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Worksheet 6 

 

 

 

 

                              How alike 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

 

How different 

 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

__________________         __________________ 

 

Already-made questions for you… 

When boys/girls are under stress… 

What do you usually do when you are 

stressed out? 

 

When boys/girls have a fight with 

his/her lover… 

 

What do you do/feel when you have a 

fight with your lover? 

How do you bridge the gap when you 

have a fight with your lover? 

 

When boys/girls have money to buy 

what they want… 

What is the first thing you want to buy if 

you have the budget? 

 

When boys/girls get together… 

What do you boys/girls usually talk 

about/do when you get together? 

 

Others 

What are the things you hate that the 

opposite would usually do? 

What are the things you envy the 

opposite the opposite sex usually do?

  

With 

regard 

  to 

Male Female 

You should list at least 

2 differences here. 

You should list at 

least 2 similarities 

here. 
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Worksheet7 

Reader Theater  

15. ____  

16. . . . 

17. ! ! ,

. 

18. ?  

18.1  ( , , ) 

18.2  

18.3 ? narrator? ( 4 ) 

18.4 ? :  :  

18.5 ? It is…for …to…  with + O+ OC 

18.6 ? 

18.7 ? 

18.8 ? ( ) 

19. 300  450  

20.  

21.  ( , !) 

22.    

23. ! . : . 

24. youtube : xx x   

25. , , . ! 

26. , ! 

27. !!!!! ! , ! 

28. :                                       . 

 

                             

Narrator: Jim and her wife got into another fight over the socks and shirts 

everywhere in the living room again! 

Jim’s wife: Hey, your socks and shirts are everywhere. 

Jim: Oh… 

Jim’s wife: I say, you put your socks and shirts everywhere in the living room again! 

Jim’s wife: Did you hear what I said? 

Narrator: Jim didn’t say anything with his eye closed. Jim’s wife keeps talking to Jim, 

but Jim seemed didn’t hear anything.  

Jim’s wife: We have been married for two years, and you never put your socks and 
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shirts in the right place.  

Why did you do this on purpose?  

Narrator: Jim still said nothing. 

Jim’s wife: I know, I have already known that you don’t love me anymore.

 

Jim: Enough! 

Stop nagging! I am just stressed out.  

 Just be quiet, ok? 

Narrator: Jim’s wife was angry and sad. She went to her room. She called her best 

friend Angela. She complained to Angela about what Jim did to her, and how bad, 

how bad Jim was!                   

Angela: Hello? 

Jim’s wife: Hi, Angela, it’s me Cathy. 

 Jim and I had a fight again. 

Angela: Why did you have a fight? 

Jim’s wife: When I was talking to him, he didn’t pay attention to me.  

And what made me angry was that he said stop nagging to me. 

Don’t you think he was so mean to me? 

I think he didn’t love me anymore, and maybe he fell in love with other 

girls.  

Angela: Sweetie, it is not a big deal.  

You are too emotional. 

Men and women are so different. 

       Didn’t you hear of relationship experts, Dr. Gungor’s, or Dr. Amen’s theory?

 

Jim’s wife: No, never. 

         What is so special about them? 

Angela: They said that men’s and women’s brains are simply different. 

It is not easy for men to say sorry.        

You can google them on the internet, and you will find it interesting. 

Jim’s wife: OK, I will. 

         Actually I don’t mind picking up the socks and shirts or cleaning up the 

 

 

 

 



26 
 

26 
 

house. 

         I just want Jim to say something nice to me. 

Angela: Sweetie, I don’t think it is your fault or Jim’s fault. 

       And it doesn’t matter who is the first one to say sorry. 

Jim’s wife: Yeah, I guess I can bridge the gap. 

Angela: Good girl, you are smart. 

      There are no winners or losers in a relationship.  

      There are only lovers in a relationship. 

Jim’s wife: You are right. 

         Thanks for sharing. 

         Bye. 

Angela: Good luck, Bye!         

;  
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Sentence patterns 

Directions:  

2. Ask students what they see in the picture. Pick up male and female students to 

answer the questions to see if they saw the same thing. 

 
3. Conclude students’ answers by using the sentence pattern-- 

 It + be + (not) + adj. (+ for sb) + to V . . . 

 

It is easy for males to think there is a duck in the picture. 

It is common for females to see a rabbit in the picture. 

3. Ask students to do more practices with this sentence pattern. 

 To build a museum within six months is impossible for these workers. 

→    

To take a hot bath in winter is comfortable for most people. 

→    

Make a sentence on your own now: 

________________________________________________________________ 

2  with + O + OC (V-ing/V-en) 

1.  The little girl is looking at the hamburger. 

Her mouth is watering. 

→ The little girl is looking at the hamburger with her mouth watering. 

2.  The basketball team was practicing. 

Their coach was watching on the side of the court ( ). 

→   

3.  Jennifer got a card from her boyfriend. 

Some touching words were written on it. 

→   
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Hearty Match worksheet 

Blame 

The parents blamed the driver for their son’s death. 

They thought it was his fault ( ). 

to state or believe that someone or something is  

responsible for something bad  

 ἡ Ȳ  

 

Fight 

There was a street fight last night. Two men were 

seriously hurt and sent to the hospital. 

 

an argument;  

a situation in which people hit each other 

Ӊ  

Mad 

Please don’t get mad at me, but I lost your iPod. 

very angry or annoyed; crazy, foolish   

∫ᾼȲӢ ᾼȷ ᴿᾼȲ ᾼ 
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Nag 

If I don’t finish all of my homework before dinner, 

my dad will nag at me about this. 

 

to keep complaining to someone about his or her  

behavior 

or to keep asking someone to do something   

Ҧ 

Stressed 

Jody has been mentally stressed out ever since 

she took the job as a stage manager. 

 

too worried and tired to relax   

ᾼȲ ẞצ ϩᾼ 

Recently 

I haven’t seen Winston recently. I really want to 

not long ago   

ῺȲῺẃ 
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know how he has been these days. 

Silence 

Adam sat in silence after fighting with his wife, 

refusing to say anything. 

complete quiet; complete quiet because nobody is  

speaking 

Ȳ ȷḛ Ȳ Лᵂ  

 

Apology 

Kevin made a sincere apology for his offensive 

words, so we forgave him immediately. 

a statement that someone says or writes in order 

for that person to say sorry for having done 

something wrong   

Explode 

On its way to Japan, the airplane exploded from 

some mechanical problems and crashed into the 

to express a strong emotion, such as anger, 

suddenly; to make something burst into pieces and 

usually cause damage   
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sea. ( )ȷ Ⱨ 

Channel 

To improve my English, I began to watch the news 

in English on different channels, such as CNN. 

 

a TV station and the programs it sends out  

 

 

Complain 

Tara is quite satisfied with what she has. She 

thinks she has nothing to complain about. 

to say that someone is unhappy or not satisfied 

with something or someone else   

ὄ≤ 

Planet 

At least eight planets move around the sun, and 

the Earth is one of them. 

a huge, round object that moves around the sun or  

another star   

╦ Ȳᴩ╦ 
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Expert 

Perry is really a computer expert! He can solve my 

computer problems very quickly. 

someone who is good at or has a lot of knowledge  

about something  

 

Match 

The pair of shoes really matches the dress. They 

look perfect together. 

to be suitable for something; to have the same  

color, pattern, or style with something and thus  

look attractive ogether 

ד… ȷ( ᴥȳ ) ד…  

 

Theory 

The theory explains how stress influences people’s 

an idea or a set of ideas that explains how  

something happens or why something exists;  
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emotions. ȷ Ȳ ṓ 

Reply 

I asked Karen to go jogging with me, but she 

replied that she wanted to stay home. 

to give an answer by saying or writing  

֫ Ȳ  

Clip 

The ten-minute clip from the famous actor’s latest 

movie has become very popular on the Internet. 

a short part of a movie or TV program; a small  

object that holds things together   

( ȳ ᾼ) ȷᶈІȲ  

 

Gender 

The book discusses the gender relations among 

teenagers, such as how boys get along with girls. 

the fact of being male or female, especially related 

to society or culture   

ἤᵑ 
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Message 

Since Joseph was in a meeting, I left a message for 

him, asking him to return my call. 

a piece of information that someone passes onto 

someone else   

Ȳ  

Scan 

Helen’s full-body scan during her physical 

examination ( ▲) showed that she was in 

perfect health. 

 

a medical test in which a machine produces a  

picture of something inside the body; 

n. sing. the act of looking at or 

reading something very quickly   

(ӣ ) Ȳ ▲ȷ ( ) 

Sex 

The college was set up for women, but now 

males or females thought of as separate groups;  

the fact of being male or female, especially related  
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students of both sexes can study there. to biological features  ḽἤἨЅἤȷἤᵑ 

Emotional 

Hank can be very emotional. Sometimes, when he 

gets stressed out, he yells at his sister. 

relating to someone’s strong feelings; expressing 

strong feelings, especially negative ones  

ϱᾼȷ ᾼ 

 

Stimulation 

Stimulation from the sun can help the little trees 

grow faster. 

 

the act of making human body, animals, or plants  

grow or become more active; the act of making  

someone interested and excited about something  

ẛ ( Ừȳ ᾬ)ȷ ( ) 

Strike 

After I left my house, it struck me that I had 

to come into one’s mind suddenly; (fml.) to hit 

 against someone or something   
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probably left the soup on the stove. ( ᾎ) ϱї ȷ  

Gap 

Watch out for the gap in the ground, or you may 

trip and hurt yourself. 

a big difference between two groups of people;  

a space between two objects or in the middle of  

( ṓᾼ)иὼȷ ЀȲ Ѐ 
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Students' works 

 

  
Students are doing worksheet 6 

(Compare & Contrast) 

Students are improvising the script 

for the Reader Theater activity 

  
Students are doing worksheet 3 

(Graphic Organizer) 

Students are preparing for the 

Hearty Match activity 
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Worksheet2  The advantages and disadvantages of being a man/woman 

 

Worksheet 5  From theories to personal experiences 
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Worksheet 3 Graphic Organizer Worksheet 6 Compare and Contrast 

 

 

 

 

 


