Don't Laugh at Mé& Raise the Awareness of Caring Others
from Listening Training to Critical ThinkingndLife Education
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|. Abstract

Thelesson plan, conducted inay of differentiated instructio(Dl), consists
of two periods designed for f@raders The goals to enhancdistening ability and
fostercritical thinking.The class starts with watching the video @&lipond Laugh at
Me, and takes it as a springboard to do further exploratioong inteqpersonal and
intra-persoml relationshipsSudents have an opportunity to interadthwone another
amongpairsand groupso accomplish tasks in vad activities usinglistening and
spealing skills simultaneouslyThen,character8monologues anduestiongelatal to
problemsolving not onlyencouragetudents to put themselvego othergshoesput
alsoare meant tdigure out how to help others and deal wiifficulties when facing
embarrassing situatiobgingteased olaughed.The lessons aim to tapto studenté
interests, readiness, personalities and learning styles, hopiagaedhe awareness of

caling others andultivatecritical thinking.

II. Objectives
1. Students will know how texplain target vocabularyith his/herown
words and havdistener understand his/her description
2. Students will be able toomprehendhort descriptiosandcatcha main
ideaby listening
3. Students will describe the characters in a way of dieltyng, and express

their emotion and feeling towathe characters



4. Students will work in pairs and groupsaccomplish taskas a way of
cooperative learning.

5. Students will developritical thinking, knowinghow to help others and
solve problems on their own

6. Students wilbe aware of caringthers and haverespect andympathy for

life.

[l . Grade Level

Thislesson plan is designed 6" gradestudents irthe senior high school
whose academigerformancs areroughly between70 and85 in terms ofpercentile
rate PR). In addition, student8English proficiency level ibasic to intermediate.
Even though theange ofPR maybe wide and not consistestudents arstill able to
describe stor in sentencesith no difficultiesandunderstand th&nglish listening
contentasa whole Moreover, ooperativdearninghas been conducteal classabout

nine monthsince they entered the senior high school

V. Time Allotment
Due to thefeatureof DI, the students are assigned to work either in pains or
groupsto accomplish the tasks based on their English proficiency, lmaadiness,

interest and personaiit The lesson is designed to be conducted in two periods.

Period Theme Activity
1 Enhane Listening Skill | 1. Working in homogeneous groups with
Acquire Vocabularyand three differentiated level3he learning
Trigger Critical Thirking sheets are designed with three forma
anddifficulties accordingly.Students




were using different ways to achieve
the same godl acquiringthe target
words through identifyig their

meaning, forms, and sounsl

. Sharing critical thinking answers

related torememberingand
understandingategoriesfter listening

to the songiDond Laugh at Med

Cooperative Learnirdy
Jigsaw:Cultivate
Sympathy and Have

Respect for Others

. Expert Groups Working in

homogeneous groups with the same
character picture and monologue
Students try theibest tointerpret and
understand the statement as well as

characted feeling.

. Home GroupsWorking in

heterogeneous groups with tbigner
threegroup members from different
charactersEach of them introduse
their story on behalf of the character.
Then, explore their inner feelisgnd

put themselves into othéshoes.

. Troubleshooting: Assign each group &

problem of the character with differen
perspectives and have students come

front to share and present.




V. Materials

1. The video clipfrom YouTube <D o nLaugh atMe>

2. A computer,a screemnda projector

3. Acamera for recordingnd taking pictures

4. Worksheets
a.) Prelistening worksheet (for preassessment) [Period (Fee Appendix 1)
b.) Process activities for A, B and C groups [Perio(SEe Appendi2~4)
c.) Critical thinking questions for wrap up [Period($ee Appendib)
d.) Critical thinking trainingd characters marlogues and picturg®eriod 2]

(See Appendix)

e.) Questions for group discussion [Periode Appendix)

f.) Student questionnaires [Period 1 &2$ee Appendi8))

VI. TeachingProcedure

Beforethefirst period

Theteacher took about 20 minutes to do-f@st, having students listen to the
song twice without the visual aid, namely, not watching the clip. The students had to
fill what they heard (the lyrics) into the blankdter the pretest, the teacher colltsd
the papers, graded them, and divided the class into three levels according to the test

result.

Thefirst period:ListeningTrainingandCritical Thinking

With the result of the prassessment last time, the teacher has divided the class
intothreegp ups based on studentsd |istening

homogeneous and will be assigned saskfulfill. This classaimsto train the
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listening skill and get familiar with the content of the lyrics.

Activity

Procedure

Warm-up

Fresh ughe content toward the video cfipond Laugh at
Meo and teach the target words/ lyrics.

Process activities

1. Demonstrate the activitiggst.

2. Pass the worksheets to the groups.

3. The students can staawork onthe learning sheet ang
practice speakingnd listeningafter the teacher has
given clear instruction and modeling.

Note:
The groups work simultaneoushjth differentiated
worksheets

Group A A Time: About 1520 mins

(advanced): A Activity: Word Bingo

(Appendix2) A How to win: Get 2 lines firs

A Process:

E Step 1Divide students into pairs

E Step 2:Ask students to put the 16keywords
randomly into the 4 X 4 chart.

E Step 3In the first round, one student plays the
narrator, choose a word, explain it in English to tt
other student, the guessendithe guesser has to
indicate which word it is. The narrator cannot
mention the word while explaining.

E Step 41f the guesser points out the explained wol
correctly,both two students in the pair can circle i

E Step 5 The narrator has to keep explam it if the
guesser cannot understand. If the guesser failed
point out the correct word, both they cannot circle
in this round.

E Step 61n the next round, two students switch thei
roles and the one who get 2 lines first wins the
game.

Group B A Time: About 1520 mins
(intermediate): A Activity: Crossword Puzzé Information Gap
(Appendix3) A How to win: Finish 5 rounds with the most correc;
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words.

Process:

Step 1:Split students into pairs [one S from Team
+one S from Team 2].

(Team 1: AcrossTeam 2 Down)

Step 2:The student fronfeam lexplains the word
to thestudent from Team,dutcan not say the
answerdirectly. Use the sentences and the clues i
necessaryThe student may reveal the first letter t
student2.

Step 3 When studen? gets the correct word, put it
into the puzzle grid. Then, switch to stud2no
explain the assigned word to studént hey take
turn to speak and guess the words. There are fivg
rounds in total.

Step 4 When the pair completes the task, namely
find outthe four words respectively, fill in the eigh
words to the final grid. (Given by the teacher)
Step 5 Whichever pair finishes the task within the
shortest time will win the game.

Note:

The information gap activity encourages task
accomplishment and fditates learning motivationg
enhancing studentsdo |
through pairup training.

The students should already be familiar with
assigned words before the task begins.
Looking at each ot heré
caught byle TA, then, the pair loses points.
Students should try to explain the words as much
they can. The purpose is to train their listening ar
speaking skills simultaneously.

The teacher should give instruction clearly and
model the process before the tasirts.

For instance, I f the t
says the word starts w
word by making sentences: He is really a
Asomet hingd in school,




computer, but is really poor at social skill.

Group C (beginner):
(Appendix4)

Time: About 1520 mins
Activity: Bingo
Process:

Step 1Teacher assistant assigns 9 words and as
you to randomly write them down into the cells.
Step 2:Listen to the TA and circle the worgisu
hear in the cells.

E Step 3 The one who cafirst connect the circles
into a line will be the next one reading the words.

m > >t
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Warp-up 1. The teacher checks each gr&ifinal outcome and see€
if students are all cleaboutthe target words.

2. The classvatcheghe clip one more time with éhfull
visual aids and lyrigsknowing what this song is all
about

3. Ifthe time allowstheteacher leads students to resam
reply the critical thinking question\ppendix5), and
then ask them tehare as a class
(It is just for referencenly, notfor the grouping next
time. If the time is running out, studentarctake it
home b finish as an assignment.

The secondperiod: ProblemSolvingandCritical Thinking

We will be continuing the previous lesson regarding the samedt@pioc n 6 t
laugh at meand learn more closely about their stories, characters and discuss how to

help others and ourselves when facing the similar situations.

Activity Procedure

Warmup 1. Ask students questions to remind them the information
containing in the song.

2. Introduce bhe activities we will be covering toddytaking
a look at pictures and reiad the monologug havng
informationexchangedanddiscusgg about the feelings,
and last, finthg out appropriate solutions.

Activity 1




Task 1: (Homogeneous groups: AAABBBB, CCCC DDDD)
Monologue 1. Students select the pictures they like and those
reading who get the same pictures sit together.
(Information Input | 2. Each group has four people.

& Intake)

(Appendix6) Directions

1. Look at the picture andoeerve the character.

2. Read the charactero6s mo

3. Discuss how the character feel.

*Note: In the end of the task, all the students have to
hand in the monologue back to the teacher.

Activity 2
Task 2: (Heterogeneous Groups: ABCBBCD, ABCD, ABCD)
Storytelling Students are rassigned to new groups formied different
(Information picturemonologuereaders.
Output)
(Appendix6) Directions
1. Show the picture he got in the previous task and
illustrate what hapgns to the character and how he/she
feels.

2. Decide the one from the four pictures as the target perse

do the following discussion <Task 3>.

*NoteeIntheend of Tas k 2unpderstdanaing k
toward the characters by asking them which person
they feel sorry the most, and who they want to discu
further later.

Activity 3 The same grouping as in the task 2
Task 3: Directions

PBL 1. Open the letter from the envelope.
(roblemasea |2 Bee e e e e
Learning) person from the perspective of the assigned role.
(Appendix7)

*Note: Choose a leader for the group. The leader should m
sure everyone answeltte question. The leader shoulg
answer last.

Wrap-up 1. The teacher asks the class the following questions as a

end:What do you learn from the stories? How can we h
those who are in need? What can we do to give oursel
hand if we were them?




2. If time allows, theeacher may have some groups share
their findings and discussions as a whole class.

VIl . Assessment

The studentsvould be assessed on tf@lowing categories:

1.) The participation in class

2.) The completeness of worksheé€rritical Thinking Questions, BingandWord
Puzzle)

3.) The accomplishment of the proceasd productactivities.

4.) Oral report

5) Q &Ain class

VIII . Reflections
It is quitechallengingfor teaches to givelessonsn a way of DI, since wéend

to rely too much on thiaditional teachingnethod, andhaveseldomtried this new
techniquen class beforeHHowever,Dl is a method t@pproacha clasof students
with various levelsThis methodenables students to learn by themselaed, enhance
learning motivationindeed,it is worthwhile when seeing studediteprovements and
positive feedback frortheir questionnaireBy splitting students into groups based on
their readiness, interests, personalities, and English proficiency, the class creates a
whole new sensatioandprovides a different wato learn, interact, andavefun.
1. The positive result of cooperative learning

The studentsawtheir improvenentsin listening andspeakingand what they
learned from theooperativevork andfrequent interactionn the first geriod, the
students enjoyed the process activity finishing worksheet via the new target words
they just learnedh groups This was like a game rather than a doyingdrill. In the

second period, everyone trigdry hard to use simple vocabulary to expléheeach



character irthe picture, and had themselves to be understood by their team members.
Thoughnot very fluentlytheymight speakthis activitytruly offered an opportunity
to speakas much as they coyldractice the vocabulary they learned frtma
previous classandlower the anxiety whestanding on the podiute share their
findings and feelings toward the characi@ssa group
2. The development of critical thinking and initiation of sympathy

Throughthe guidance of theachactivity, the sudents had a chance to further
understandhe four characteénner conversatianThey read their monologues and
started tdknowtheir storiesmore closelywhichactuallyseemed to beery familiar
in thar daily life in schood friends sharing privateetlings tostrengtherthe
connectiorand increase the intimacy. Thampathioway of information exchanget
students see those charactersamseof their friendd some aravearing braces,
suffering from hearing loss, havimfifficulty in learning,or without social life and
having problemnteractng with others.The critical thinking questionfurther
encouragedtudentgo brainstormwhat they can do as well asw they carhelp
thoseif they were one of theror as their friendsnhancing thevaarenes®f caring
othersand giving a chance to do problesolving
3. From teachercenteredinstruction to studentcenteredindependent learning

In these two periodshé interaction betwedheteachemndthe students had

been changed. Rather than just-eray direction, there were mutudi/namic
interactions among the teacher andghalentsand also among trstudents
themselves, including the conversation andtemplatiorin their minds. Abundant
brainstorming and information exchaniigved in thosepasttwo classesThe
studentavere responsibldor what they chose, what they were assigned, and what
theywereinterested in; all they needed to do wagéb information across, let their

idea to be understood, and hake learning sheet done via pair oogp work.The
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sense of accomplishmesutisfiedstudentdneeds and further encouraged them to
pursue more knowledge in a long run.
4. Effectively enhance listening and speaking throughktory-telling and problem
solving

Since the taskfor the student® the second periogvere first, to understand
the charactefpersonal stoes andthen,secondto tell group members the
monologue of the character, and, finallyeteggage in their feelirgps well as apply
thoseto their daily life. The students ndedto use speaking and listening skills
simultaneously and try their best to let one and@heformation exchanged. Later,
they were facing a simulated situation where they might be the character or as the
characte® friend. The missiowas to discusfiow to solve the problem under the
certain circumstance$hesecanbe viewed as aumber of best practices that
encouragetudents tactivelyparticipate inthe learning procesand therefore

effectively enhance oral and aural skills as a whole.

IX . Teaching Suggestions
The following are the teaching suggestipnovided for teacharintending to conduct
this lesson:
1. There should be sufficient time and full preinstruction preparation for

students

If there were no welpreparedlanring structureand scaffolg students would

be easily to get panic and lost, not knowing what to dohamdto stay on the same
page.Therefore, it would bateacheé job togive students enough guidance and
instruction in advancsothat they can see thehole pctureand be ready to learn as
an active participant rather thpassively waiting to be pushdad.sum, it would be

better if a teacher can provide writtéinection so that students have accededé& at
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it in advance, which facilitates tiprocessand the produdcctivitiesin class.

2. Pay more attentionto the lowerachieving groups.

It is suggested to provide moassistance for the low@chievingstudents
especiallywhen it comes t@racticingsentenceatterrs, learning grammapoints,
andgetting on the stage to show their learnig.a resulta teacher can takell
advantag®f the mentor systengettinghigherachieving studeniss a role of teacher
assistant, to provide help aotdrify key conceptdn a nutshell, fiwe would like to
bring DI into a full play take itas an approach ofaximumefficiency andoperate it
ona regular basjghe lowerachieving groupsamot be ignored and left behind.

3. Provide Chinese explanation on the side for the loweaachieving students

Given to thelower-achieving studenéslifficulty and learning need@ order to
lower their anxiety and fasten the spe@dieacher had better provi@dinese
explanatioror translatioron the sideso that those groups can kagpwiththe same
pace topractceand learn, andeduce dilemmahat ateachemight facewhen dealing
with multi-level groupssimultaneouslyln other words, a teacher should give more
instructions and guidande Chineseeither in written or in spokeformsif necessary
4. Always hawe a contingency plan

Giving a lesson is just likeeadng aserial noved you never know whatvill
happen next, and there are too mangerlyingsituatiors that a teacher might not be
able to controat oncein class Thus,teachers should alwaysveideas in hand for
alternative tasks or activities in case the lesson ends early or a lesson corhpenent
to be abandone&upplementary reading elements or extra material beyond the
original planning texfor high-achieving studentare especially suggested.

5. Beflexible and willing to try out new combination in terms of grouping

An ultimate featuref an effective differentiated classroom is the use of flexible

12



grouping includinghomogeneouandheterogeneousombinationThat is to say, it
accommodatestudent$learningneed that somalreadyhave masterin certain
subject matters but weak in others, and vice velida grouping is not always the
same but changes from time to time according to studleatsing styles, readiness,
and interestdNew seés give a whole new sensatido both the instructor and learners

facilitating cooperativavork and enlancinglearningexperience

13
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Appendix 1
Pre-assessment

Class No Name
Il 6m a |little boy with {Jhabkosrewsnever meet
The one they call a (1)

A little girl who never smiles
0Cause 1 06ve dg2anmyteeth
And | know how it feels to cry myself to sleep

|l 6m t hat kid on every pwasbom a ldtle diférent

Whoos al way s(3)last I do my dreamind from tfF
|l 6m t he one whodés sl ower (12)it doesndét hurt
Than the others in my (4) When people point and stare
You dondt have to be mylhferrieédsd a si mpl e(13vay of
But is it too mucho ask? Just how much you care
(Chorus) (Chorus)
Donoét (5) (3 pointy
Dondot call me names l 6m f at
Donét get vy o (®xfrommy pain [6m t hin
Il n Goddés eyes weodre alll 6tmhes hoa me
Someday we'll all have (M (2pointg 1 6m t all
Donot (8) (3 pointy Il 6 m (14)
l 6m blind
I'm the (9) on the corner Hey, arendt @%
Youdbve passed me on the street
And | wouldn't be out here (10) (Chorus)
If I had enough to eat
Donét think | (Hlpnodt
1) (2) 3)
4) (5) (6)
(7) (8) (9)
(10) (11) (12)
(13) (14) = (15)




Appendix 2 (Please refer to the attachment file to see it more clearly)

Period 1: Process Activity for Group A

DERECTROMNI:

(WOrdEINgo

expigining.

PUL Ghe IEkEYWords randomiy into the u X 1 chart.

®  INGhe FiPSt POUNA. ONE PIZYS the NIPPILOP. choOSE 3 WORd. and eXPI3iN it in enlish 0 the OKher one. bhe
Juesser. ATd the Juesser has to indicabe which word it is. The NarPaGor CaNNot MENtion the word while

&  |f bhe Suesser poinks out the e:p:!ainpd‘wum cOPrecHly. bosh members can circie is. ) ] l

®  ThE NAPPILOr has b0 Keep eXPIaINning it if the JUEsSer cannot UNderstand. If the SUesser pgiled b0 Poin out
bhe COPMEch WOrd. bObh YOU £3NN0G circle it in bhis round.

®  IN Ghe nexs round. switch YoUr Pole 4Nd CONBINUE BhE 33Me. The ONe Who 325 2 1ines first wing the dame

'J 4 ! ! !
== — - i i i
Y o
s J L— —— S T ——
i bag lawgh ot | ! I !
. beggar motlce i I I I
| braces porfoct | : : :
I choose F]Emm I ---------------- ! --------------- l:-. mreEmem T _!.-_--_--_--_-._-I
i deaf stare | - | | |
| ek ¥ i i i
! glasses -2 B P s T T
| hort ot i ! i
e ! ! !
i I i
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Appendix 3 (Please refer to the attachment file to see it more clearly)

Period 1: Process Activity for Group B

Across

o
P

Sample sentences and
explancation for Down

Round 7: The woman who wears g____es is my sister
and the reason why she needs that is because
she is near-sighted- (glasses) [Down No-2]

Round 2: She has a p___n in her stomach; it really
hurts- Probably this is because of a kind of

Py disease+ (pain) [Down No-3]
: ,'é’ Round 3: The weather is so nice that it isap_____t
/ day for a garden party- (perfect) [Down
P No-T]

Round 4: There is a poor b rin the corner, asking

for money and food with the \ weak body:
(beggar) [Down No-6]
Round 5: Although what he said is really mean and

i annoying, | p. d it doesn’t hurt me-
R (pretend) [Down No-4]
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Appendix 3 (Please refer to the attachment file to see it more clearly)
Period 1: Process Activity for Group B

Down
AWORKSHEELReIOURP , ;
v F I R rcaarﬁz/ \
CInteRmMediate Al S

Sample sentences and
explenation for Rcress

s g

MT;I 2 FOR Round I: He is 8 computer expert in high school; however,
P

DJD"T O:DL ke is @ student with no social life, which means,

""""""" - T z he is @ real g Kk in school- (geek) fHeross No-&7

Found 2: Because there is pot enough room for wisdem
teeth ("B ), ker other teeth crowd and
eventually make a mess of the mouth- Therefore,

T ] | * > she needs to wear dental b e to adjust (FF)
them- (brace) [Herpss Mo-77

Eound 3: He finds greakt p e in reading, and geks loks
of happiness and joy- (pleasure) fFeross Ao-#7

Round %: He has been a d___F since birth; mamely, he lacks
the sense of hearing- (deaf) [Heross Me-57

Found 5: Don't think | den’t n___e that you kave a special
fecling for me- (notica) [Heross NMo-57
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Appendix 3 (Please refer to the attachment file to see it more clearly)

Period 1: Process Activity for Group B

Final Grid

.....
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Appendix 4 (Please refer to the attachment file to see it more clearly)

Period 1: Process Activity for Group C

N
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DERECTRONS:

1. Writa down the Chimsa
meaning of aach sted word.

2. Touchar assistant chacks
whather the Chinesa
meanings of the Istad words
are all corract.

3. TR asslgns ® words and asks
wou to rendomiy writa tham
down Inte the calls.

F. Listan to the TA and clrcla
the words gou hear In the
calls.

5. Tha one whoe can flrst
connact the clrcles Into a lina
wifl ba the next ane reading
the werds.

-
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Appendix 5

Critical thinking questions for the closure in the end
*What Do | Hear*

A). Remembering:

1. What do they called the little boy with glasses?
(a) the geek (b) the cripple (c) braces on the teeth

2. Please write down anything you hear from the song. Just simple words,
not sentences.

B). Understanding:

1. According to the lyric s, what do you think "perfect wings" means?
2. Please summarize the song in a short passage.

3. According to the song, are the people happy or sad? W hy?

C).
a) Remembering:
1. (In God's eyes) ?
(a) the same (b) p erfect (c) pain

b.) Understanding

1. :

Dondot | augh at me

Dondét <call me names

Dondt get your pleasure from my p
|l n Godbés eyes weobOre all the same
Someday weol |l all have perfect wi
Dondot | augh at me
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Appendix 6
Period
Critical thinking trainin@ characters monologues and pictures
Picture 1} The monologue from the girl with dental braces
Silent Martha i People always call me this way.

| was badly affected by the appearance of my teeth and was thus laughed

at by my classmates.

In order to solve the problem, | start wearing the dental braces.
Yet this still causes others to tease me.

Silent, cool, and no smile are what people know about me.

| always hope | would be the last one to be called in class.

Picture 2| The monologue from the boy with glass es called geek
My name is Gary and | am in the 10 " grade.
Computer science is my favorite subject because | am so fascinated by

the software, websites, and writing programs.

However, no one seems to understand and care my interest; the
classmateslaugh at me, even calling me
glasses and like computers.

| am the person with no social life in school.

| really wish that | can be so popular like those in the basketball school
team, so friends will love me and hang out with me.

Picture 3| The monologue from the deaf
Jennifer is my name, but | prefer to be called by Jenny.

| got a fever when | was a baby, and has become deaf since then.

~

So,l candt h epaople sayht@rhe, but somehow I can still feel

peopl eds tease and make fun of me.
Because of my hearing, | know | cannot speak well and clearly; sometimes

people even think | am dumb ( ).
| really want to behave like everybody else é You know,

Picture 4

All the words on my textbooks seem to be written in Mayan ( ) and

teachers instruct me in a certain alien language.

22
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No matter how hard I've tried, | just cannot get it.
Is it my fault? They always look at me with fierce and twisted facial
expressions while I ask questionsyes.Maybe,

Picture 2: The boywith glasses called geek

Picture 1: The girl with dental braces

4
Picture 4: The slow learner
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Appendix 7

Task 3| Critical Thinking Training

Group Discussions

(From the perspective of character himself/ herself)
What can we do to give ourselves a hand if we were in the similar situation
(ex. being teased or laughed)?

(From the perspective of characterds cl ass:
How can we help our classmates when they face difficulties and are

laughed?
Perspectives
The charactersthemselves |[The character o

Characters

The girl with braces Group 1, 9 Group 5, 10

The geek boy with glasses Group 2 Group 6

The deaf Group 3 Group 7

The slow learner Group 4 Group 8
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Appendix 8

Student questionnaires

’:\.
N,

. For the :,_ﬁrst;'session B2

4 o~

1. The difficulty of fhg assigned task
is neither too hard nor too easy

. forme. , 2

PR EE RN RS ETY -

-_

(Questions for Group €)
2 This task helpé@e remember the

.

_ pronunciation of every word.
N sesumewnesd £ LA

3. Thistask helps me 'l.emember the
meaning of every word.
BEEDRGRCEEENINRE -

(Questions for Group A&B)
4. This task helps me to realize the

meaning and the usage of every

= word.

# BEZRNDRTREESRZORBAMHE -

a S. This task made me focus on

2

% listening to the English
descriptions.

; BEZRRBRTLIFIEERAENNM -

=

=)

For the Second Session # — 2%

6. This task made me focus on
listening to the English
descriptions.

HEERRATLFTEREATEINM -

7. Igotinspirations from the stories.
REZHNNPFERZ LT —ERE -

L]

strongly agree nor
Agree  Agree disagree  Disagree

i
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