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̡ (Title) 

A.  

? ̪ ̫ ̪ ̫  

B.  

The Language of Loving and Being Loved: On the Art of Courtship through 

the Myth of the Abduction of Persephone 

 

̡ (Abstract) 

The deflowering of Persephone is a classic myth in Greek mythology, 

detailing how a young lass was grudgingly and forcefully taken away by the king 

of the underworld and fell in love with him after marriage. Not only does it 

exemplify a romantic story as well as connote the origin of four seasons in a 

Greek sense, but it could also serve as a backdrop to the concept and discussion 

on courtship. 

Courtship, by definition, is ñthe wooing of one person by anotherò 

(Courtship, 2013). Specifically speaking, itôs ñthe act, period, or art of seeking 

the love of someone with intent to marryò (Courtship, 2013). The unit of this 

course aims to navigate students to not only a rudimentary understanding of the 

tale per se, but also a debatable insight into the behavioral analysis of loving and 

being loved during the process of courtship. The target students are ninth or tenth 

graders whose English proficiency is at the medium level or higher. 

To weave the issue of gender equality into the curriculum, the syllabus is 

divided into three parts: the introduction of Hadesô courtship through narration, 

the creation and expression of love in the format of English letter writing, and the 

analysis of romantic relationships and communication via group discussion. 

Topics for discussion pertain to a man-woman relationship in view of 
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Hades-Persephone behavior, the definition of love, the attitudes and approaches 

towards how to show and reject love, and so forth. 

With an eye to enhancing studentsô reading, listening, writing and speaking 

skills in English, the pedagogical strategies embedded within this curriculum 

cover a wide spectrum of activities, ranging from a textual interpretation, a clip 

and painting appreciation, a composition drill, to an oral presentation. In the 

reflective part, a variety of questions related to their individual values and 

projections of love are posed, presumed and tested in the manner of Q&A. In the 

end, the core conception of love is inducted into the conclusion that students 

should take into account respect, understanding, communication, care and 

responsibility when it comes to courtship. 

Assessments of studentsô learning are made according to their writing and 

speaking as well as discussion. Last but not least, students are required to fill in 

an evaluation form of the class as a whole. 

 

̡  (Objectives) 

A. ̪ ̫

̢ 

B. ̡ ̡ ̡

̢ 

C. ̢

̢ 

D. ̪ ̫ ̢

̢ 
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̡ (Targets of Students) 

̪ ̫ PR 70 99 ̢ 

 

̡ (Time Required) 

4 ̢ 

   

 1  1. 2.  

 1  1. 2.  

 1  1. 2.  

 1  1. 2.  

 

̡ (Materials) 

A. (Self-designed Teaching Materials) 

(1) ( 2)

̢ 

(2) ( 3)

̢ 

B. (References and Visual Aids) 

(1) (Text) òThe Story of Persephoneò(

1)̢

̢ ̢ 

(2) (Video) Youtube (

Omega13X2000)

̢ 
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(3) (Photos) ̢ 

 

̡ (Pedagogical Procedure) 

( ) 

 ̪ ̫   
 

(50 ) 

    

 

̪ ̫

̢

̪ ̫ ̢ 

 30 

  

 

1. òThe Story of Persephoneò

( 101 8 )̢ 

2. (

1)̢ 

3. òCourtshipò( ) ( Courtship, 2013)̢  
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( )  

1. ̢ 

2. ̢ 

3. ̢ 

4. ̢ 

5. òCourtshipò( ) ̢ 

( )  

1. ̢ 

2. It is time for sb to V. 

( )  

Demeter̡ Persephone Hades

? ̢ 

   

̡ (Preparation) 

̡ (Pre-reading)  

(Hades)̡ (Persephone)

(Demeter) ̢ 

̡ (Motivation)  

Hades̡ Persephone

Demeter ̢

̪ ̫ ̢

(guessing) ̢ (who)̡

(what)̡ (when)̡ (where)̡ (how)

̢ 

 

5  
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̡ (Presentation) 

̡ (Reading Techniques) 

    ̪ ̫(scanning)

̢ 

    

(key words) (clues)̢  

̡ (Q&A)  

    ̪ ̫ (searching)

(summarizing) ̢ 

̡ (Introduction to Ancient Greek Thinking) 

    

̢

Helios

̡ Hephaestus

̡ Narcissus

̢ 

̡ (Topical Extension) 

    Courtship( )̢

̢( Chapman) 

Definition: ñthe wooing of one person by another.ò 

Strategies: 

Stage 1: Selectionðactively or passively. 

Stage 2: Pursuitðseduction. 

Stage 3: The Relationshipðemotional attachment. 

 

30   
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̡ (Production) 

  ̡ (Worksheet)  

      1. (Reading Comprehension) 

             

(main idea)

(details) ̢ 

2. (Character & Plot Analysis) 

               Persephone

Demeter (clueing)

̢ 

3. (Vocabulary Blank-filling)  

           ̢

(reviewing) ̢ 

  ̡ (Simulation)  

          Hades

Persephone Persephone

Hades ? ̢ 

      

 

10  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

̡  

 

 

 

 

1. ̢ 

2. ̢ 

 

1.  

2.  

3.  
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( ) 

 
 

̪ ̫ ̪ ̫? 
 

 

(50 ) 

    

 

Hades Persephone

Persephone Hades ̢

̪ ̫

̪ ̫

̢ 

 30 

  

 

1. ̢ 

2. Youtube ̢ 

3. ̢ 

 

( )  

    1. ̢ 

    2. ̢ 

( )  

    1. If S. were/V-edé, S. would/could/mighté 

    2. ̪ ̫(transitional adverbs) ̢ 

( )  

1. (role-play) ̢ 

2. (content) (tone) ̡ ̢ 
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̡ (Preparation) 

̡ (Pre-writing) 

            

̢ 

̡ (Motivation) 

            

̢ 

        Summary of the Story: 

            Persephone, the daughter of Zeus and the harvest-goddess 

Demeter, was abducted by Hades and turned out to be the 

queen of the underworld. While Persephone was absent, 

Demeter became desperate in search of her daughter.  

            After consulting the sun god, Helios, Demeter was all the 

more angry because she realized it was nothing but a trickery 

by Zeus and Hades. She decided to make the world unlivable 

by neglecting her duties. After negotiation and compromise, 

Hades agreed to return Persephone on condition that she had to 

live with him during the winter and fall. Then she could go 

back to her mother during the spring and summer. 

In ancient Greek mythology, her story serves to explain 

why there are four seasons. Moreover, it can be used to further 

discuss the conception of courtship in a modern sense. 

 

 

15  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

̡ 

̡ 
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̡ (Presentation) 

̡ (English Letter Writing Format)  

( 102 2 ) 

1. (Date) ̡ ̡ ̢ 

2. (Salutation or Greeting) ̢

Dear+ Dear Sir̡ Dear 

Madam Dear Mr./Ms.+ ̢ 

3. (Body)̢  

4. (Closing or the Complimentary Close)

̢ 

5. (Signature)̢  

    ̡ (Writing Guidelines)  

( Yahoo 96) 

        1. (Lyric Writing) ̪ ̫( ) 

          a. ̢ 

          b. ̪ ̢̫  

          c. ̢ 

        2. (Persuasive Writing) ̪ ̫ 

          a. ̢

̢ 

          b. (pros) (cons) ̢

̢ 

     ̡ (Examples)  ̢

 

 

 

 

 

3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

̡ 
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̡ (Production) 

  ̡ (Writing Techniques)  

      1. (the topic sentence) ̢ 

      2. (the supporting sentences)

Persephone Hades

̢ 

      3. (the concluding sentence) ̢ 

  ̡ (Conditional Sentence Pattern) 

̢ 

      1. If I were Persephone, I wouldé 

      2. If I were Hades, I wouldé 

  ̡ (Usage of Transitions)  

(fluency) (coherence)̢  

      1. however; nevertheless; nonetheless; buté 

      2. plus, besides, in addition, moreover, whatôs moreé 

      3. so; thus; therefore; consequently; as a resulté 

      4. otherwise 

      5. likewise, similarlyé 

      6. on the contrary; conversely; in contrasté 

 

25  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      

̡ 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1.  

2.  

 

1.  

2.  
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( ) 

   
 

(50 ) 

    

 ̢

̢ 

 30 

  

 
1. 6 ̢ 

2. ̢ 

 

( )  

    1. (recitation) ̢ 

    2. (perspectives) ̢ 

( )  

    1. (oral report)  

    2. (key words) (outline)̢  

    3. (cooperative and communicative skills)̢ 

( )  

    1. (group discussion)

̢ 

2. (teamwork) ̢ 
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̡ (Preparation) 

̡ (Pre-speaking) 

            

̢ 

̡ (Motivation) 

            

̢ 

 

 

 

 

5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

14 
 

̡ (Presentation) 

  ̡ (Introduction to Recitation)  

( ) 

        1. (Aims)  

           a. ̢ 

           b. ̢ 

           c. ̢ 

       2. (Techniques)  

           a. (Exercise of the Voice)  

              (1) (Volume) ̢ 

              (2) (Pitch) ̢ 

              (3) (Acoustics) ̢ 

              (4) (Articulation) ̢ 

              (5) (Accent) ̢ 

              (6) (Tone) ̢ 

              (7) (Tempo) ̢ 

           b. (Exercise of the Body)  

              (1) Eye Contact  ̢

              (2) Facial expression ̢ 

              (3) Gestures ̡ ̡  ̢

              (4) Movement ̢ 

 

5  
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̡ (Production) 

    ̡ (Group Discussion)  ̢

̡ (Oral Report) ̢ 

̡ (Summarizing)

(outline)̢  

̡ (Conclusion)

̢ 

      

10  

25  

 

 

5  

 

 

 

̡  

 

 

 

      

 

1.  

2.  

3.  

 

 

 

( ) 

 ̪ ̫   
 

(50 ) 

    

 

̪ ̫

̢

̪ ̫ ̪ ̫

̢ 

 30 
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1. ̪ ̫ 

2. ̢ 

 

( )  

    1. Hades ̢ 

    2. ̪ ̫ ̢ 

    3. ̢ 

( )  

1. (problem-solving) ̢ 

2. (critical 

thinking)̢  

( )  

1. ̢ 

2. ̪ ̫  ̢

3. ̢ 

   

̡ (Preparation) 

̡ (Pre-discussion) 

            

̢ 

̡ (Motivation) 

            Youtube ̪

̫(ñCrazy Little Thing Called Loveò )

̢ ̢ 

5  

 

 

̡ 

̡ 
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̡ (Presentation) 

  ̡ (Behavioral Analysis)  

      Hades

? 

 

 

      

 

Hades

? 

̢ 

̡ (Definition of Love)  

        ̢ ̢ 

 Hades Persephone 

   

   

 

20  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

̡ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

̡ (Production) 

̡ (How to Express Love?) 

        a. ̢ 

        b. ̢ 

    ̡ (How to Say No to Love?) 

      a. ? 

      b. ? 

  ̡ (Conclusion) ̪ ̡ ̡ ̡

̫ ̢ 

 

20  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5  

 

 

̡ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

̡ 
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1.  

2.  

 

̡ (Assessments) 

A. (Composition) ̢

Hades ̪ ̫ Persephone

Persephone ̪ ̫ Hades̢

̢

̢ ̢ 

B. (Oral Presentation)

̢ ̢ 

C. (Group Discussion) ̪ ̫

̪ ̫

̢ 

D. (Self-evaluation) ̪

̫( 4) ̢ 

 

̡ (Pedagogical Reflection) 

A. (About Teaching Objectives) 

̪ (̫subtopics)

̪ ̫(coherent instruction)̢

̪ ̫ ̪ ̫ ̢

̪ ̫

̢
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̪ (̫topical)

̡ ̡

̢ ̪ ̫(reflection on the unit)

̪ (̫self-evaluation)

̢ 

           (1) (2) (3) 

(4) ̢ 

           ̢ 

B. (About Teaching Methodologies) 

    1. (Questioning)  

             ̪ ̫ ̢

̪ ̫(guided questions)̪ ̫

(open-ended questions)̢

(comprehension questions) (logical 

questions) (hypothetical 

questions) (abstract and 

critical questions)̢

̢ 

           (1)  

(2) ̢ 

           (1) 

 

(2) 
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(follow-up questions)̢  

2. (Cooperative Learning)  

(group discussion) ̡

̡ ̢

̢

̢ 

(1)  

(2)  

(3) ̢ 

          (1)  

(2)   

         (3) ̢ 

3. (Multiple Intelligence Learning)  

̪ ̫(role-play)  

(

)̢

̢ 

(1) (entertainment)  

          (2) (empathy)

 

          (3) (perspectives & values)

̢ 

          (4) (creativity & expression)

̢ 
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( )

̢ 

C. (About Teaching Evaluation) 

1.  

    

̢ 

    

̢ 

2.  

              

̢ ̡

̡

̢ 

3.  

    ̡

̢ 

4.  

    ̢ 

D. (About Feedback from Students) 

̪ ̫

̪ ̫( ) ̪ ̫( ) ̢ 

̪ ̫ ̡

̢ ̢  

           This course is interesting, but I want to learn more! 
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           ‍ ֻᾲᾼϚ !  

           ҠѿЮ Ḇֵᾼᶦ ╝Ṷȴ 

̪ ̫

̢  

Ϛṷכ            ѝ ╝Ṷᾼѝ ȲҠѿ ẞ−ֵ ֿȴ 

ṷвצ ᶺ ḥצ Ȳ֪צױ−ֵЛ ᾼ ᾎȲἨ Ҡѿԛ

Ὼᶺ Ϛ !  

̪ ̫

̢  

           ᴔ − ϩ ᶺ ᵮןẞ−ֵ῀ ȴ 

           ԛ Ϥ ֻϠȴ 

̪ ̫

̢  

           ϱ ֝ ᾼ֫ ế צ− Ȳᵀ ϚּרМЛṜᾼ╥ы Ϡ!  

̪ ̫

̢  

Ἠ ᾼ♄ ‍ ֻᾲȲצṷ֝ ᾼв Ϸד צ !  

ḥצ ȲT Є Ҡѿ Ҡ ᾼ ȴ 

̪ ̫ ̡ ̡

̢  

צ− Ȳᴔ ᾼϱ Ѡה Ӑ ᾼᶦ ѝ Ӣ

Ȳᶦ ϯװҠѿԛצ ᴿᾼ ȲṳѹḆ Ϥᾼ ȴ 

5. (About Feedback from Critical Colleagues) 
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          ӣӢ♄М Ӣ ᾼ Ȳ ֥ ȳ ц ᶧ ᾼ

֥Ȳі Ӣч≈ȴ                               ( ) 

          Generally speaking, the lesson was well-prepared and properly 

executed. Yet, it would have been better if the students had been allowed 

more time to read their letters out loud among their groups. Another 

suggestion is that the students might have needed more time to ponder the 

questions asked from topic to topic.                      ( ) 

          ӣᴫ◦ ╝Ṷі Ȳ֯ ϩᾼ ῶ ϱᶁכצ

ȴ ἤᵑӂ Ṏ Ҿᶎ֮ Ϥ ȴױҵȲ֯ ᾼῶ ȳ

ắ ἴ ᾼ ϱȲ і ӢצӔ֣ᾼ ȴᵀ ֯и

Ȳ ṛ ṳ і Ȳѿци ᵫ Ὠ Ȳ Ӣׄ

ȲἨ╥ Ḗ ᵫ῏ḆЄ ֮ ῶȲ⁄ⱢḆṾȴ  ( ) 

 

̡ (Pedagogical Suggestions) 

̢ 

1.  

    

̢

̢ 

2.  

           ̡

 ̢

3.  

               ̢ 
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̡  (Appendixes) 
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T h e  M y t h  o f  H a d e s  a n d  P e r s e p h o n e 

   

Hades fell in love with Persephone and decided to kidnap her. 

 

Case Study: 

Situation 1: 

If you were Hades, what would you do differently to woo your 

love (Persephone)?  

Please write a ñlove letterò to express your love for her. 

 

Situation 2: 

If you were Persephone, what would you do to reject your 

admirerôs (Hadesô) pursuit?  

Please write a ñDear John letterò to say no to him. 

http://www.greekmyths-greekmythology.com/myth-of-hades-and-persephone/
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Writing Exercise: Examples 

                    

 

 

Dear Persephone,  

    Ever since my eyes fell on you for the first time, I have been 

deeply in love with you. Youõre the sun which lights up this dark 

underworld of mine. Please, wonõt you be my Valentine? The 

way your hair dances when the wind blows takes my breath 

away; the way your eyes glitters in the moonlight melts my 

heart.  

    Be my queen and rule the underworld with m e. You will 

have everything you have ever desired. I promise to be faithful 

to you at every moment of my life. You will always be my only 

one. Accept my love, and you will be immortal like me forever. 

Marry me, and be my wife and my true love.  

    I am tru ly sorry for taking you away from your mother so 

suddenly and forcefully. It was an immature and unreasonable 

act. About this, I beg for your forgiveness. I cannot change what 

has been done, but I do promise that such thing will never 

happen again, and fro m now on Iõll respect you with all my heart 

and soul. This is my apology and I hope you can understand my 

deepest regret and donõt resent me. 

    Come, darling. If together, weõll watch the sunrise side by 

side. Just lie down in my warm, loving arms, and m y love will 

make for your happy days ever after.  

With love,  

Hades  
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Dear Hades,  

Iõm so glad to be liked by you. But you know my mom is the 

goddess of farming. I live in a place which is full of sunlight and 

animals. However, the p lace where you live is wet and dark. The 

differences of our living conditions are too big and I will never 

get used to such life of yours.  

    Besides, if I go to the underworld with you, my mom will be 

very sad and upset. Itõs hard for me to see my mom suffering.  

    I know you have a lot of money and power. If I married you, 

I would be the queen of the underworld. But I donõt need those. 

All I want is to grow up happily and healthily on earth with my 

mom. So, please donõt love me. I think you can find a better 

woman than me.  

 

Sincerely yours,  

Persephone  
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